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(Questions 1-6 consisted of demographic “screening” questions.) 

 

7. Thinking about your diet over the past few months, are there any foods or ingredients that you have avoided or eaten 

less of? 

 

Yes    53% 

No    47% 

 
[If yes…] 

8. What foods or ingredients have you avoided? [OPEN END] 

 

 Of those that are avoiding (n=543) Total sample (n=1000) 

Sugar/Carbs 55% 30% 

    Sugar 45% 25% 

    Carbs 37% 20% 

Fats/oils/cholesterol 26% 14% 

Animal products 25% 14% 

Snack foods/fast foods/soda 20% 11% 

Salt/sodium 18% 10% 

Artificial/additives 6% 3% 

Processed/refined foods 2% 1% 

Biotech 2% 1% 

*Numbers do not add up to 100% due to multiple answers provided by respondents 

 

9. Why have you avoided these foods/ingredients? (n=543) 

 

Managing weight   60% 

Concerned about impact on health 51% 

Health condition requires  

avoiding/limiting   31% 

Doctor recommended I avoid  19% 

Read/Saw something in the news  

that concerned me   17% 

Managing food costs  12% 

Food allergy     9% 

Don’t like the taste/texture    7% 

Avoiding while pregnant  <1% 

Some other reason     1% 

 

10. Can you think of any information that is not currently included on food labels that you would like to see on food 

labels? 

 

Yes    26% 

No    74% 

 
[If yes…]  

11. What types of information would that be? [OPEN END] 

 

 Of those that want more info (n=237) Total sample (n=1000) 

Nutritional Information  34% 8% 

Ingredients (General) 23% 5% 

Biotech 18% 4% 

Source/Processing Information 16% 4% 

Food Safety Information 9% 2% 

Other 4% 1% 

Don’t know/Refused 14% 3% 
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12. How confident are you about the safety of the US food supply? Would you say...? 

 

Very confident   18% 

Somewhat confident  49% 

Neither confident nor not                    
confident    19%   

Not very confident   12% 

Not at all confident   2% 

 
13. What, if anything, are you concerned about when it comes to food safety? [OPEN END] (n=1000) 

 

Disease/Contamination  18% 

Handling/Preparation  18% 

Preservatives/Chemicals  12% 

Agricultural production  10% 

Packaging/Labeling    9% 

Health/Nutrition     7% 

Biotech      7% 

Food source     6% 

Processed foods     3% 

Other      3% 

 

14. What comes to mind when you think of the term “biotechnology” as it applies to food? [OPEN END] (n=1000) 

 

Positive      9% 

Improved food/yield    5% 

Disease resistant     2% 

Good/helpful [general]    2% 

 

Negative     12% 

Dangerous/bad [general]    5% 

Unnatural/fake     5% 

Unhealthy/bad for you    2% 

 

Neutral    52% 

Genetically modified  15% 

Scientifically modified/experiments   8% 

Modified      4% 

Innovation/technology    4% 

Chemicals     4% 

Engineered     3% 

Biotechnology/biology    3% 

A process for producing food    3% 

Hormones/antibiotics    2% 

Bacterial/organisms    2% 

Created in a lab     2% 

Artificial      2% 

 

Other      6% 

Don’t know/Refused  21% 
*Mentions less than 2% of responses not shown 

 

15. As you may know, some food products and medicines are being developed with the help of scientific techniques.  

The general area is called "biotechnology" and includes tools such as genetic engineering.  Biotechnology is also being 

used to improve crop plants.  How much have you heard or read about biotechnology?  Would you say you have read 

or heard...? 

 

A lot  11%                      
Some  31%                      
A little  29%                      
Nothing at all    29% 
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16. [If heard/read something…] What have you read or heard about food biotechnology? [OPEN END] (n=726) 

 

Positive    24% 

Improved foods/yield  13% 

Healthy/good for you    4% 

Good/helpful [general]    4% 

Drought resistant/require less water   3% 

 

Negative    25% 

Dangerous/bad [general]  15% 

Unhealthy/bad for you  10% 

 

Neutral               38% 

Genetically modified   12% 

Many unknowns     4% 

That GMO technology is being used   4% 

Specific foods/crops that are GMO   3% 

Pest resistant/contain pesticides   3% 

Scientifically modified/experiments   3% 

Modified      3% 

Controversial subject    3% 

Have read/seen/heard about  

them [unspecified]     3% 

 

Other    10% 

Don’t know/Refused  16% 
*Mentions less than 3% of responses not shown 

 

 

17. What is your overall impression of using biotechnology with plants that produce food products? Would you say you 

are...?  

 

Very favorable     8% 

Somewhat favorable  20%  

Neither favorable nor                                                    
unfavorable   30%  

Not very favorable   17% 

Not at all favorable   11% 

Don’t know enough about it                   
to form an opinion   13%  

 
18. As far as you know, are there any foods produced through biotechnology in the supermarket now? 

 

Yes    37% 

No      5% 

Don’t know   58%  

 

 

 

 
Continued… 
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[If yes…] 19. Which foods would those be? Select all that apply. (n=380) 

C = Correct 

Corn products    69% C 

Vegetables   68% C - squash, corn 

Fruits     62% C - papaya 

Cereals/grains    57%  C - some 

Meats    51% 

Soy products    50% C 

Poultry    49% 

Milk/dairy    48% C - some 

Eggs    41% 

Breads/crackers   40% 

Fish    33% 

Other, specify     5% 

Processed foods   2%  C - some 

A lot/many/all foods 1% 

Other   2% 

 

20. [If Yes to 18…]  What is your overall impression of using biotechnology with wheat and grains to produce food 

products such as bread, crackers, cookies, cereals and pasta? (n=380) 

 

Very favorable     16% 

Somewhat favorable    16% 

Neither favorable nor unfavorable   24% 

Not very favorable     18% 

Not at all favorable     24% 

Don’t know enough about it to form an opinion    3% 

 

 

In general, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about modern agriculture? (By 

modern agriculture, we mean conventional farming using today’s modern tools and equipment.) Modern agriculture… 

 

21. Can be sustainable 

 

Agree strongly   25% 

Agree somewhat   49% 

Disagree somewhat   11% 

Disagree strongly     5% 

Don’t know/not sure  10% 

 

22. Produces nutritious foods. 

 

Agree strongly   28% 

Agree somewhat   43% 

Disagree somewhat   13% 

Disagree strongly     6% 

Don’t know/not sure  10% 

 

23. Produces safe foods. 

 

Agree strongly   24% 

Agree somewhat   44% 

Disagree somewhat   16% 

Disagree strongly     6% 

Don’t know/not sure  10% 
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24. Farms are still primarily family-run. 

 

Agree strongly   19% 

Agree somewhat   32% 

Disagree somewhat   21% 

Disagree strongly   18% 

Don’t know/not sure  10% 

 

25. Produces high-quality foods. 

 

Agree strongly   27% 

Agree somewhat   45% 

Disagree somewhat   14% 

Disagree strongly     5% 

Don’t know/not sure    8% 

 
26. Which of the following sources, if any, do you or would you trust for information on food biotechnology? Rank 

your top three. 

 

 Total 

Ranked 

1st – 3rd 

Ranked 

1st 

Ranked 

2nd 

Ranked 

3rd 

Health organization (e.g. American Medical Association, 

American Heart Association, etc.) 
50% 19% 19% 12% 

Health professional (e.g. doctor, nurse, pharmacist, dietitian, 

etc.) 
45% 15% 15% 16% 

Government agency (e.g. U.S. Department of Agriculture 

[USDA], U.S. Food & Drug Administration [FDA], Centers for 

Disease Control & Prevention [CDC], etc.) 

45% 17% 14% 15% 

Farmer 35% 14% 13% 8% 

Scientist 30% 13% 9% 8% 

Friends/family 22% 6% 9% 7% 

Nonprofit organization 20% 7% 6% 7% 

Product manufacturer (e.g. website, advertising, etc.) 10% 2% 3% 5% 

Veterinarian 10% 2% 4% 5% 

Grocery store, drug store, or specialty store 10% 2% 4% 4% 

Journalist 9% 2% 3% 4% 

Blogger 7% 1% 1% 4% 

Celebrity 5% 0% 1% 4% 

 

 

27. All other things being equal, how likely would you be to buy a variety of produce, like corn, lettuce, tomatoes or 

potatoes, if it had been modified by biotechnology to taste better or fresher? 

 

Very likely   17%    

Somewhat likely   41%  

Not too likely   28% 

Not at all likely   14% 

 

28. All other things being equal, how likely would you be to buy a variety of produce, like corn, lettuce, tomatoes or 

potatoes that had been modified by biotechnology to reduce the potential for carcinogens (i.e. cancerous substances) in 

the food? (n=501) 

 

Very likely   29%    

Somewhat likely   40%  

Not too likely   21% 

Not at all likely   10% 
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29. All other things being equal, how likely would you be to buy a variety of produce, like corn, lettuce, tomatoes or 

potatoes that had been modified by biotechnology to improve the vitamin content in the food? (n=499) 

 

Very likely   16%    

Somewhat likely   49%  

Not too likely   22% 

Not at all likely   12% 

 
30. All other things being equal, how likely would you be to buy a variety of produce, like corn, lettuce, tomatoes or 

potatoes, if it had been modified by biotechnology to be protected from insect damage and required fewer pesticide 

applications? 

 

Very likely   29% 

Somewhat likely   40% 

Not too likely   20% 

Not at all likely   11% 

 
31. All other things being equal, how likely would you be to buy a food product, made with oils that had been modified 

by biotechnology to eliminate the trans fat content in the food? 

 

Very likely   24%  

Somewhat likely   43% 

Not too likely   23% 

Not at all likely   11% 

 
32. All things being equal, how likely would you be to buy a food product, made with oils that had been modified by 

biotechnology to provide more healthful fats, like Omega-3, in the food? 

 

Very likely   27%  

Somewhat likely   45% 

Not too likely   19% 

Not at all likely   10% 

 
33. All other things being equal, how likely would you be to buy bread, crackers, cookies, cereals or pasta made with 

flour from wheat that had been modified by biotechnology to provide enhanced nutritional benefits? 

 

Very likely   24%  

Somewhat likely   43% 

Not too likely   21% 

Not at all likely   12% 

 

34.  All other things being equal, how likely would you be to buy bread, crackers, cookies, cereals or pasta made with 

flour from wheat that had been modified by biotechnology to use less land, water, and/or pesticides? 

 

Very likely   24% 

Somewhat likely   45% 

Not too likely    20% 

Not at all likely   11%  

 

35. What is your overall impression of farmers using biotechnology to grow more crops that would help meet food 

demand? Would you say you are…? (n=501) 

 

Very favorable   16% 

Somewhat favorable  30% 

Neither favorable nor unfavorable 30% 

Not very favorable     9% 

Not at all favorable     9% 

Don’t know enough about it    6%  

to form an opinion    
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36. What is your overall impression of farmers in developing countries using biotechnology to grow more crops that 

would help meet food demand? Would you say you are…? (n=499) 

 

Very favorable   19% 

Somewhat favorable  36% 

Neither favorable nor unfavorable 24% 

Not very favorable     9% 

Not at all favorable     6% 

Don’t know enough about it    5%  

to form an opinion  

  

37. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) requires special labeling when a food is produced under certain 

conditions: When biotechnology's use substantially changes the food's nutritional content, like vitamins or fat, or its 

composition; or when a potential safety issue, such as a food allergen, is identified. Otherwise, special labeling is not 

required. Would you say that you support, or oppose this FDA policy? 

 

Strongly support   32% 

Somewhat support   31% 

Neither support nor oppose  18% 

Somewhat oppose   12% 

Strongly oppose     8% 

 

38. Which, if any, of the following current threats to US agriculture are you aware of? 

 

Climate change   63% 

Increasing energy costs  57% 

Reductions in water availability 54% 

Spread of invasive pests  39% 

Reduction of land availability  35% 

A virus affecting citrus trees  26% 

None of the above   12% 

 

39. If you could no longer have Florida orange juice because the orange groves were devastated by a virus, how would 

you feel? Would you be…? 

 

Extremely upset   31% 

Somewhat upset   36% 

Neutral    23% 

Not at all upset   11% 

 

40. Which of the following would you be most in favor of using food biotechnology to assist in? Rank your top three. 

 

 Total 

Ranked 

1st – 3rd  

Ranked 

1st 

Ranked 

2nd  

Ranked 

3rd  

Reducing the amount of pesticide applications. 48% 18% 18% 12% 

Keeping food prices stable. 41% 16% 11% 13% 

Helping feed undernourished people around the world. 38% 16% 10% 11% 

Developing food crops that can survive in extreme climates (e.g. 

drought, flood, etc.) 

37% 11% 14% 13% 

Preserving food availability by protecting crops from disease. 35% 12% 13% 10% 

Reducing our use of nonrenewable resources in food 

production. 

26% 5% 10% 12% 

Protecting wildlife habitats by using existing land to grow. 26% 9% 10% 8% 

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 18% 5% 5% 8% 

Requiring fewer animals for food production. 15% 4% 4% 7% 

Reducing the carbon footprint of food. 10% 2% 4% 4% 

 

 



 

2014 IFIC CONSUMER PERCEPTIONS OF FOOD TECHNOLOGY SURVEY 

TOPLINE SUMMARY (n=1000) 

 

 
8 

Note: Percents may not add up to 100% due to rounding. 

Now, a few questions on animal biotechnology. 

 

41.  How much have you read or heard about applying the science of biotechnology to animals?  Would you say you 

have heard...? 

 

A lot      7% 

Some    19% 

A little    26% 

Nothing at all   48%  

 

 

Animal Biotechnology is the science of improving the health and quality of farm animals (i.e. cows, pigs, chickens, 

etc.) through the use of a variety of scientific techniques and technologies in breeding and processing. 

 

42. What is your overall impression of using biotechnology with animals that produce food products such as meat, 

milk, and eggs?  Would you say you are...?  

 

Very favorable     9% 

Somewhat favorable  22%  

Neither favorable nor                                                   
unfavorable            25% 

Not very favorable                                 18% 

Not at all favorable   12% 

Don’t know enough about it                       
to form an opinion   14% 

 
[If Neither favorable nor unfavorable, Not very favorable, or Not at all favorable…] 

43. Why are you not favorable toward using biotechnology with animals that produce food products? Check all that 

apply. (n=573) 

 

I don’t have enough information            55% 

I don’t understand the benefits of   

using biotechnology with animals  42% 

I don’t eat meat or dairy products    3% 

Testing on/messing with animals    1% 

Other      15%      

 

[If answered “I don’t have enough information” or “I don’t understand the benefits…”]  

44. From whom would you want to receive additional information about animal biotechnology? Rank your top three. 

(n=475) 

 

 Total 

Ranked 

1st – 3rd  

Ranked 

1st 

Ranked 

2nd  

Ranked 

3rd  

Health organization (e.g. American Medical Association, 

American Heart Association, etc.) 

53% 22% 19% 12% 

Health professional (e.g. doctor, nurse, pharmacist, dietitian, 

etc.) 

47% 10% 16% 20% 

Government agency (e.g. U.S. Department of Agriculture 

[USDA], U.S. Food & Drug Administration [FDA], Centers for 

Disease Control & Prevention [CDC], etc.) 

41% 16% 13% 12% 

Farmer 39% 13% 12% 14% 

Scientist 33% 14% 11% 9% 

Nonprofit organization 19% 8% 6% 5% 

Veterinarian 19% 7% 5% 7% 

Friends/family 16% 4% 6% 5% 

Product manufacturer (e.g. website, advertising, etc.) 10% 2% 3% 5% 

Grocery store, drug store, or specialty store 9% 0% 4% 6% 

Journalist 6% 2% 1% 2% 

Blogger 6% 0% 4% 1% 

Celebrity 1% 0% 0% 1% 
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45. Since the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has determined that meat, milk, and eggs from animals 

enhanced through genetic engineering are safe, how likely are you to buy them?   

 

Very likely   20%  

Somewhat likely   49% 

Not too likely   21%  

Not at all likely   10%  

 

46. If the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) were to determine that fish enhanced through genetic engineering 

was safe, how likely would you be to buy it?  

 

Very likely    15% 

Somewhat likely    44% 

Not too likely    26% 

Not at all likely    15% 

 
47. Which, if any, of the following foods would you consider to be genetically engineered? Select all that apply. 
 

Meat from animals that have been enhanced  

with biotechnology for improved meat quality 27% 

Corn produced through biotechnology  

that is resistant to pesticides   25% 

Fresh produce improved with biotechnology. 25% 

Meat from an animal that was fed  

corn or grains produced through biotechnology. 20% 

Dairy products from cows given supplements  

made using biotechnology.   20% 

Soybeans produced through biotechnology  

that are protected from insects.  20% 

Packaged food products containing ingredients  

(e.g. corn, soy) produced with biotechnology. 19% 

Papayas improved with biotechnology to  

be resistant to viruses.   17% 

All of the above    45% 

None of the above    10% 

 

Now, a few questions about sustainability.  

 

48. What does the word “sustainability” mean to you? [OPEN END] 

 

Long lasting, indefinitely, permanent  17% 

Keep going, repeating   14% 

Green/No negative impact on environment   9% 

To keep in existence/alive, survive, nourish   7% 

Maintain       6% 

Stable, constant, steady     5% 

To sustain      3% 

Enduring, Durable      3% 

Renewable/replenish/reproduce resources   2% 

Freshness/Shelf life      2% 

Consistent results      2% 

Safe       2% 

Future generations      2% 

A lot       2% 

Able to feed population/meet needs    2% 

 
49.  How much have you read or heard about the concept of sustainability in food production? 

 

A lot      9% 

Some     20% 

A little     28% 

Nothing at all    43% 
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50. In the past year, how, if at all, have you changed your purchasing of food and beverage products that fit your 

definition of sustainability? 

 

I have increased my purchasing of  

sustainable food and beverage products   16% 

I have decreased my purchasing of 

sustainable food and beverage products     6% 

I have neither increased nor decreased my purchasing  

of sustainable food and beverage products   42% 

I do not know if I have changed my purchasing of  

sustainable food and beverage products   36% 

 

51. Are you willing to pay more for food and beverage products that fit your definition of sustainability? 

Yes    26% 

No    36% 

I don’t know   38% 

 

For the following questions, we are defining sustainability as meeting long-term food needs by producing more food 

affordably with the same or fewer resources, in a way that is better for the environment and keeps food affordable and 

accessible for consumers. 

52. How important is it to you that the food products you purchase or consume are produced in a sustainable way?  

 

Very important   25% 

Somewhat important  40% 

Neither important nor unimportant 28% 

Not very important     4% 

Not at all important     3% 

 

[If checked Very important or Somewhat important…] 

53. Please rank the following aspects of “sustainability” in order of importance to you. Rank your top three. (n=649) 

 

 Total 

Rank 

1st -3rd  

Ranked  

1st  

Ranked  

2nd  

Ranked  

3rd  

Conserving the natural habitat (water, land, rainforests, etc.) 47% 18% 15% 14% 

Ensuring an affordable food supply 45% 15% 17% 12% 

Ensuring a sufficient food supply for the growing global 

population 

43% 16% 15% 12% 

Reducing the amount of pesticides used to produce food 41% 17% 11% 13% 

Produce more food with less use of natural resources 34% 11% 11% 12% 

Less food and energy waste 28% 9% 9% 11% 

Fewer food miles [that is, shorter distance from farm to 

point of purchase] 

20% 4% 8% 8% 

Reduced packaging material 15% 2% 6% 8% 

Recyclable packaging 13% 4% 5% 5% 

Lower carbon footprint 13% 4% 4% 6% 

 

54. For each aspect of sustainability you selected: Do you think there is a role for biotechnology in … (n=649) 

 

 YES NO 

Ensuring a sufficient food supply for the growing global population 72% 28% 

Produce more food with less use of natural resources 70% 30% 

Conserving the natural habitat (water, land, rainforests, etc.) 68% 32% 

Lower carbon footprint 68% 32% 

Ensuring an affordable food supply 65% 35% 

Recyclable packaging  64% 36% 

Reducing the amount of pesticides used to produce food 64% 36% 

Fewer food miles (that is, shorter distance from farm to point of purchase) 55% 45% 

Less food and energy waste 50% 50% 

Reduced packaging material 48% 52% 
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55. Which of the following sources, if any, do you or would you trust for information on sustainability in food 

production? Rank your top three. 

 Total 

Ranked 

1st – 3rd  

Ranked 

1st 

Ranked 

2nd  

Ranked 

3rd  

Government agency (e.g. U.S. Department of Agriculture 

[USDA], U.S. Food & Drug Administration [FDA], Centers for 

Disease Control & Prevention [CDC], etc.) 

50% 21% 16% 13% 

Health organization (e.g. American Medical Association, 

American Heart Association, etc.) 

50% 18% 18% 14% 

Farmer 40% 17% 12% 11% 

Scientist 37% 14% 12% 11% 

Health professional (e.g. doctor, nurse, pharmacist, dietitian, 

etc.) 

34% 9% 13% 12% 

Nonprofit organization 21% 6% 7% 8% 

Friends/family 18% 5% 6% 6% 

Product manufacturer (e.g. website, advertising, etc.) 14% 2% 4% 9% 

Journalist 10% 2% 4% 4% 

Grocery store, drug store, or specialty store 8% 3% 3% 3% 

Blogger 8% 2% 3% 3% 

Veterinarian 6% 1% 2% 3% 

Celebrity 4% 1% 1% 2% 

Other, please specify 1% 1% 0% 0% 

 
 


